
Your enduring gift to humanity.



Your enduring gift to humanity.THE FLOREY Future Fund

In 1963, brothers Ken and  
Baillieu Myer, along with  

Ian Potter, worked with founding 
director, Derek Denton, to  

raise the money to found a medical 
research institute. This great act  

of philanthropy was the beginning  
of the Florey’s 55-year history.

Thanks to the belief and foresight of these great Melburnians, and many  
other philanthropists who followed their lead, the Florey is a major  

contributor to global brain health.

03Dr Christopher Fowler, Manager of the AIBL clinical research group.
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“Florey researchers are deeply aware 
of the privilege to be working in one 
of the world’s top brain research 
institutes. And they are here for one  
fundamental reason.
 They are dedicated to improving 
the human condition. Together with 
my fellow researchers, we are facing 
one of the greatest challenges in 
modern medicine – to understand 
and treat disorders of the human 
mind and brain.”

From the Director

The Florey mission is to 
improve the lives of people 
around the world with brain 
disorders. Our focus is to 
prevent brain diseases, to 
treat them more effectively 
and to cure those afflicted. 
From leading edge basic 
research to advanced clinical 
trials, we are working to help 
people with stroke, epilepsy, 
motor neurone disease and 
dementia – to name a few of 
the 20 diseases we study.

I have been with the Florey for 
15 years, after returning from 
the US in 1998, and a short 
period within the Department 

of Physiology at the University 
of Melbourne. As the recently 
appointed Director, there is 
nowhere I would rather be. 

I am so proud of the discoveries 
Florey scientists are making - 
improving our understanding 
of the inner workings of the 
brain. We are watching how 
the brain behaves when 
affected by disease and how 
beautifully it performs when 
healthy. Armed with this 
knowledge, we are seeking 
creative ways to change the 
course of devastating human 
diseases.

As I take over the role of 
Director from my esteemed 
colleague, Professor Geoffrey 
Donnan AO, our vision remains 
steadfast – to accelerate 
pioneering research into the 
human brain and to improve 
lives. To achieve this, we need 
to secure the future of brain 
research in Australia. We have 
the ambition, the drive, the 
expertise, the capability, and 
the largest team in Australia.

The Florey Future Fund is an 
endowment fund that will 
provide the foundation to drive 
discovery by our over 600 
scientists and students. It will 

help ensure we can invest in 
our young scientists to develop 
them as the next generation  
of leaders. 

We are seeking your support 
in growing this fund. Your 
contribution is critical for 
us to achieve our goal - to 
build the foundation for our 
endowment.

Your gift will have a significant 
impact on the human 
condition for generations to 
come – investing now will lead 
to extraordinary changes over 
the next 30 years. As I can 
attest from my own career 
and the changes I have seen, 
medical research transforms 
lives. This is perhaps best 
exemplified in the recent 
global push for precision 
medicine, tailoring treatment 
for individuals like never 
before, offering new hope for 
patients and their families.

We have been so encouraged 
and utterly inspired by the 
generosity of donors who have, 
so far, committed leadership 
gifts totalling $10 million to  
the Florey Future Fund. 

I truly believe that great 
people create life-changing 
science. Help us change lives 
by supporting the Florey 
Future Fund.

Professor Steven Petrou 
PhD FAHMS

Professor Steven Petrou, 
Director, The Florey Institute of 
Neuroscience and Mental Health
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PROFESSOR STEVEN PETROU

THE FLOREY Future Fund
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Some Florey highlights – 
improving lives in the lab, 
on the road and in a dish

EPILEPSY
We are developing new therapies for children with catastrophic 
epilepsy for which no treatment currently exists. Genetic 
discoveries have paved the way for precision medicine in 
epilepsy and Florey researchers are leading global efforts in this 
area. Clinical trials are expected within two years.

STROKE
We are trialing Australia’s first dedicated stroke ambulance 
which is already attending 40 strokes a week. This pilot study 
offers Victorian patients the very best chance of survival by 
taking the stroke unit to the patient. An onboard CT scanner, 
telemedicine and a mobile laboratory treat patients immediately. 

MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE
We are conducting world-first MND patient stem cell 
processing using robots that promises to open personalised 
genetic medicine to MND patients in the near future. Precision 
medicine at its best.

DEMENTIA
We accommodate more than 200 of the country’s top 
researchers within the new Melbourne Dementia Centre. A 
Florey partnership with the University of Melbourne, there is 
a dynamic energy amongst this large team, generating new 
approaches to treatment and collaborations for a cure. We are 
working relentlessly to halt this dreadful group of diseases. Our 
world-leaders in iron research are interrogating its role in the 
brain as a possible cause of Alzheimer’s disease. Understanding 
the role of metals in the brain will help us find a cure.

PARKINSON’S DISEASE
Our researchers are applying new ways to see the brain’s 
chemistry to determine why cells die off during the progression 
of Parkinson’s disease. This will open the door to new  
treatments, surgical interventions, medications and a role for 
stem cell therapies.

THINKING
We are asking the toughest questions about the inner workings 
of our brains. How does the circuitry in the brain influence our 
capacity to make everyday decisions? What happens when we 
can’t function and how can we help those struggling to live a 
normal life?

ADDICTION
Our researchers are seeking new treatments to prevent alcohol 
relapse behaviour while investigating wider questions around 
the human vulnerability to addiction.

 “I am determined to repair 
the injured brain by studying 
neural development, the 
role of stem cells and how 
we might transplant cells 
into the human brain to 
improve brain function, 
particularly for people living 
with Parkinson’s disease and 
following stroke.

As a working mother, 
committed to medical 
research, I am passionate 
about paving the way for 
other women to follow. The 
Florey provides a supportive 
and intellectually rigorous 
environment where my 
scientific discoveries can be 
taken to the next level.” 
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR CLARE PARISH

Associate Professor Clare Parish,  
Head of the Florey’s Stem Cells and Neuro 
Development laboratory and NHMRC 
Senior Research Fellow
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We all have a responsibility 
to future generations and as 
I watch my grandchildren 
grow up, I feel a deep sense 
of obligation. My dear old 
dad died from a stroke a 
bit over a year ago, further 
deepening my commitment 
to support medical research 
at the Florey. As Chairman 
of the Board of Directors and 
as a philanthropist, my belief 
in the institute’s capacity to 
find solutions to really awful 
diseases continues to be 
well founded. The Florey’s 
trajectory gives me full 

confidence that we are not 
only addressing diseases of 
the brain today, but we are also 
securing the health and well-
being of  future  generations.

The Florey Board, as custodians 
of the institute’s financial 
health, strongly support 
the aspiration to build our 
endowment fund, the Florey 
Future Fund. It is critical to 
broaden the institute’s long-
term financial foundation 
and to provide certainty  for 
our scientists. We will be 
able to plan future research 

with assurance and respond 
immediately to emerging 
opportunities and ground-
breaking discoveries. An agile 
approach is essential if we are 
to keep Australian discoveries 
in our country and to benefit 
from their commercial potential.

With 47 per cent of our funding 
sourced from government 
grants, we must raise the 
remaining 53 per cent to 
support our researchers. A well 
invested endowment is crucial, 
as is our commercial income 
and royalties from patents.  

Harold Mitchell AC, 
Chairman, Board of Directors

Did you know that for every 
dollar received from major 
Australian research funding 
bodies, we require an additional 
70 cents to fund the research. 
So you can see how important 
philanthropic funding is to our 
productivity. It provides nearly 
10 per cent of our income.

A national treasure like 
the Florey deserves to be 
consistently resourced to 
tackle the grand challenges 
for brain science. The 
endeavours of our very 
committed researchers will 
benefit everyone in society. 
Their enthusiasm and 
passion always spur me on 
to do my part. The brain 
is every person’s precious 
supercomputer that has made it 
possible for humans to achieve 
breathtaking milestones. You 
can make more discoveries 
possible at the Florey and, 
together, we can tackle the 
greatest medical challenge of 
our time – understanding the 
human brain. I urge you to 
join me in contributing to the 
Florey Future Fund.

Harold Mitchell AC 
Chairman, Board of Directors

From the Chairman

“I am so utterly excited by the 
work of the Florey’s brilliant 

scientists. I am very proud to be 
able to share just a few of their 

achievements here with you 
and to ask you to think about 

why you might support this 
jewel in Melbourne’s crown.”  
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MR HAROLD MITCHELL AC
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 “As you get older, whether or not you’re  
a scientist, it’s exciting to understand 
what being human is.

As a scientist, I’ve had a peculiar 
privilege in being able to see some 
aspects of life through chemistry.

Maybe of all the things that fascinate  
me most, it’s to be able to study ageing.

Professor Ashley Bush, Psychiatrist and 
Director of the Melbourne Dementia 
Research Centre

PROFESSOR ASHLEY BUSH

Why are we here?

Our goal is to end suffering 
and to enrich humankind 
through discoveries in  
brain research. 

Tireless, dedicated and 
unique research is our 
quest to increase our  
understanding of the human 
brain. We will deliver 
life-changing discoveries, 
find ways to prevent and 
cure brain diseases, and 
communicate our discoveries 
so people around the world 
are empowered to care for 
their brain health.

FLOREY SCIENTISTS HAVE SET  
FIVE GRAND CHALLENGES FOR  
THE NEXT DECADE:

1  Find a safe and effective treatment for 
dementia. Our aim is to intervene years 
before symptoms appear by developing  
a powerful treatment. This will have 
global implications. 

2  Map the connectivity of the brain to 
create a 3D map, known as a connectome. 
Why? To help us understand the healthy 
brain and the consequences of damage. 
Creating a connectome can be compared 
to the significance of the development of 
the human genome which revolutionised  
modern medicine more than a decade ago.

3  Develop precision medicines for 
neurogenetic disorders. Florey researchers 
are leading global efforts in epilepsy and 
motor neurone disease using sophisticated 
workflows incorporating human stem cell 
derived neurons, animal models, gene 
therapy and drug repurposing. We plan to 
transform the lives of patients. 

4  Share the secrets of brain health so more 
people live longer, healthier lives. The 
concept of a ‘plastic’ brain is gaining 
momentum. We know we can influence 
our brain health through diet and 
exercise, but what are the far-reaching 
ramifications of everyday lifestyle 
changes on, say, conception and the 
health of babies.

5  Dare to ask how the brain might 
regenerate itself. Could this be the 
final frontier? Cellular regeneration is 
still conceptual, but there is already a 
significant amount of stem cell biology 
and regenerative medicine happening at 
the Florey.

 
 The Florey Future Fund will be the 
 catalyst for acceleration to achieve 
 these goals. 

The Florey Future Fund 
is solely for the purposes 
of promoting research 
into the prevention and 
control of brain diseases 
in human beings and 
of the advancement 
of knowledge of brain 
diseases and conditions 
in human beings.

11

Increasingly, we’re understanding 
how much of ageing is related to good 
old-fashioned chemistry. That is mind-
blowing sometimes.” 
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A message from  
Wendy and Carl Dowd 

About a dozen years ago the idea of 
setting up a foundation was put to us by 
our friend Mike Andrew. With his help and 
encouragement, we did just that because we 
considered our family to be very lucky in life. 
Being able to give some of our luck to less 
fortunate people through foundation grants 
appealed to us greatly.

Our three children were right behind the idea 
both in body and spirit and have remained so, 
and now their eight children are coming on 
board also. We chose three main areas to focus 
our giving upon and these are medical research, 
education and the arts. We all regard the time 
put in as not only a welcome responsibility but 
also as a great “together time” for the family.

WHY THE FLOREY?

Interest in the Florey came 
about in a somewhat 
circuitous way – first a referral 
to see Professor Geoff Donnan 
by a dear friend, Professor 
Richard Smallwood, and then 
attending several free lectures 
organised by the Myer Family 
and the Florey where we met 
Professor Fred Mendelsohn 
and other researchers 
connected with the Florey. 
We became so impressed 
with the dedication displayed 
by all at the Institute that 
we commenced giving small 
amounts that gradually led to 
larger amounts.

The fact that the Florey 
research covered such 
a diverse range of brain 
diseases e.g. Parkinson’s, 
multiple sclerosis, motor 
neurone disease, autism, 
dementia, epilepsy, stroke, 
addiction etc… that ends up 
affecting nearly every family 
in Australia, if not the world, 
encouraged us to choose 
the Florey Institute rather 
than other medical charities 
that are focused on simply  
one disease. 

 “We were excited  
by the thought that  
a significant fund 
would support the 
brilliant minds to 
actually conduct 
research, rather than 
have them spend so 
much time and effort 
writing up submissions 
for funding.”

WHY AN ENDOWMENT FUND?
During last year we decided we wanted 
to make a more significant contribution 
to the Florey. After several meetings with 
Professor Geoff Donnan and deciding on 
what we thought was a final decision, 
Geoff dropped a comment that indicated 
that unlike so many of the major medical 
institutions in Australia and around the 
world, the Florey did not have the benefit 
of a specific Endowment Fund. On our way 
home from the Institute, I suddenly turned 
to Carl and asked “Why don’t we initiate an 
Endowment fund?”

We became quite excited with the idea and 
could hardly wait to ring Geoff about our 
thoughts. We decided that a suitable name  
for it would be the FFF – the Florey Future 
Fund, taking a lead from former Federal 
Treasurer Peter Costello’s Future Fund and 
we hope it will be as successful.

We slept on it overnight and then the next 
day put it to Geoff who greeted the idea 
with great enthusiasm. We were excited by 
the thought that a significant fund would 
support the brilliant minds to actually 
conduct research, rather than have them 
spend so much time and effort writing up 
submissions for funding. If the Florey has 
an assured source of income each year, it 
will be better placed to attract and keep the 
smartest scientists, both young and older, 
in Australia, rather than them having to go 
overseas to work.

WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM THE 
FLOREY FUTURE FUND?

We are hoping that by initiating the FFF we 
will encourage other lucky families to put 
their hands into their pockets and become 
a Pillar of the Florey, so as to keep building 
up a corpus that will allow more money to 
be invested, the income from which will 
allow our researchers to continue working 
unimpeded by the worry that they may not 
have a job next year through cuts to the 
funding. Importantly, too, is that positive 
results often come about from the sharing 
of ideas between researchers not necessarily 
working in the same field and this is what 
the Florey has in abundance. Supporting 
Australian talent will lead to a greater 
likelihood of pharmaceutical developments 
staying here, with beneficial exports to serve 
the nation.

We hope that more and more people will 
remember JFK’s words: “Ask not what your 
country can do for you – ask what you can do 
for your country” – And replace Country with 
Florey so as those famous words become:

“Ask not what your Florey can do for you -  
ask what you can do for your Florey.” 
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Wendy and Carl Dowd

Wendy and Carl Dowd have made a $5 million gift to  
benefit the Florey Future Fund. Here, they discuss why  
they decided to help find cures for brain diseases.

WENDY AND CARL DOWD
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The Florey Future Fund will provide 
perpetual funding for brain research.

The world’s leading researchers 
will be able to build the best teams, 
conduct their research in cutting-
edge laboratories within the Florey’s 
Parkville and Austin campuses and 
collaborate globally with their peers. 

Your gifts to the Florey Future Fund will 
strengthen the Florey’s stability by 
expanding our financial foundation, as we 
have seen in great research institutions 
around the world. Financial security 
breeds success, generates discovery and 
accelerates progress.

A consistent and perpetual income 
stream from the fund will allow us to 
plan for a future relatively free from 
the strictures of traditional medical 
research funding. It will give us security 
and a strong advantage as we develop 
our commercial potential. We will be 
agile in addressing areas of greatest 
need, avoiding delays in groundbreaking 
research. Security will allow us to sustain 
projects while adjusting for unpredictable 
economic times. We will be empowered 
to adapt to the evolution of technology, 
science and human need.

The Florey Future Fund is a financial 
endowment, with its capital protected. 
Only the return on investment, in terms of 
ordinary investment income e.g. interest 
and dividends, may be distributed 
annually. Your endowed gift will form part 
of the capital amount and at no point will 
this be distributed; hence, your gift will 
generate income in perpetuity.
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Today’s research idea is 
tomorrow’s healthy future. 
Give to the Florey Future 
Fund and take us closer to 

our goal of $50 million  
for our endowment fund.

Endowing the future – 
The Florey Future Fund

UNDIRECTED GIFTS WILL  
BE USED TO:

• Nurture the next generation of 
brain researchers

• Encourage women to remain  
and thrive in medical research

• Attract the world’s leading 
researchers

• Provide our scientists with 
cutting-edge facilities and 
equipment

• Generate seed-funding for peer-
reviewed innovative projects

• Crucially bridge-fund projects that 
are in the critical period between 
discovery and clinical trials

• Allow invaluable ‘blue sky’, novel 
concepts and ideas to be pursued

• Boost capacity for clinical trials

• Establish and strengthen 
connections with research projects 
and organisations elsewhere in 
Australia and the world

Your enduring gift to humanity.
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Examples of endowments 
at the Florey

PROFESSORIAL FELLOWSHIPS

For researchers with a proven track record of producing high-
quality research output that is internationally recognised. It 
is recognition of the achievements and effort of exceptional 
researchers and provides them with crucial financial support 
that allows them to focus on their research.

LABORATORIES

For the highest priorities in our laboratories. This includes 
costs such as salaries for postdoctoral researchers and 
technicians, advanced technologies and specialised 
research equipment and materials. 

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIPS

For gifted young researchers who work with scientists on 
complex projects. These fellowships may also apply for 
mid-career researchers who are at risk in the pursuit of their 
career due to financial challenges.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

For hosting visiting researchers from all over Australia, and 
the world, to work alongside our researchers and collaborate 
on projects and initiatives and for the Florey’s researchers 
to be provided support to study or work in institutes for a 
period of time.

EQUALITY IN SCIENCE

Our renowned program generating the strategy, activities 
and initiatives to advance equal opportunity for all who 
work at the Florey.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF RESEARCH  
ON A SPECIFIC DISEASE

Addiction, Alzheimer’s disease, autism, brain cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, mental illness (including anxiety, 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and major depression), 
epilepsy, Huntington’s disease, motor neurone disease, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, stroke, traumatic 
brain injury.
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“While much of the human 
body has been analysed 
and its machinations largely 
understood, the brain is 
still an enormous mystery 
waiting to be unravelled. The 
knowledge gained over the 
next 20 years, I believe, is  
set to be utterly fascinating 
and will transform the  
human condition.

We are at a crucial time 
in neuroscience with our 

Professor Julie Bernhardt,  
Deputy Director of the Florey and  
Co-Head of the Stroke Theme

understanding accelerating 
at a cracking pace.

We are learning how the 
brain is vulnerable to 
addiction, how it stores and 
retrieves information, how it 
influences our appetite, heart 
function and breathing.

In my own field, we are 
finding new ways to prevent 
stroke. We have highly 
effective treatments to use 

very soon after stroke.  
Our next big challenge is to 
find breakthrough treatments 
to enhance recovery after 
stroke, one of the most 
common and disabling of the 
neurological diseases.

These are just a few of the 
many life-changing projects 
underway at the Florey.  
The neuroscience revolution 
has begun.” 
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An Investment Advisory Committee, comprised of industry 
professionals, the Florey’s Board of Directors and senior 
executives will oversee the endowment. It will be chaired by Mr 
Mark Jones AM, Honorary Treasurer of the Florey Board and 
currently Ethics and Independent Partner and Chief Operating 
Officer of the Risk Management Group at KPMG. The committee 
will be responsible for investment decisions for the fund and  
will recommend asset allocation strategies.

The fund will be managed with regard to maintaining real capital 
value and will aim to achieve healthy year-on-year income, 
balanced with prudent weightings to the investment portfolio.

The Florey’s ethical screens for socially responsible investing will 
be applied to all investments, in accordance with the institute’s 
fundraising policy. The preservation of the endowed funds will 
always be a paramount concern in any investment or income 
distribution decisions.

Outright gifts or pledges of $100,000 or more can be fulfilled 
over an agreed period of time, as discussed between donors 
and the Florey.

Gifts to the endowment will be commemorated through plaques 
and donor lists that will be displayed in especially dedicated areas.

Donors to the endowment will be involved in an engagement 
program that includes tours of facilities, face-to-face project 
briefings and updates, progress and outcome reports. 

We hope that your participation in our endowment will 
bring you closer to the Florey and keep you informed and 
knowledgeable about our work. We also hope that the 
discourse is two-way, and that you will regularly share your 
thoughts and ideas with us, as we truly aim to understand 
the community we serve and be strongly engaged with  
the public.

Management of the 
Florey Future Fund

Gift receipt and 
acknowledgement PROFESSOR JULIE BERNHARDT



�  I would like to receive more detailed information about Named Endowments at the Florey, specifically:

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Address:

State:

Postcode:

Country:

Alternate contact name:

Surname:

Email:

Phone:

Address:

State:

Postcode:

Country:

Expression of interest  
to discuss the endowment:

CONTACT DETAILS

SEND TO

Head of Major Gifts and Philanthropy 
The Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental 
Health 30 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052

CONTACT REQUEST 

�  I would like to discuss my interest in considering 
a gift to benefit the Florey Future Fund. Please 
contact me to make an appointment to see me/
my representative.

The Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health is a charity registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission.  
It is endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR).

� Research on a specific disease: 
� Addiction 
� Alzheimer’s disease
� Autism
� Brain cancer
�  Cardiovascular disease 
� Epilepsy 
�  Huntington’s disease

�  Mental illness 
(including anxiety, schizophrenia,  
bipolar disorder & major depression)

�  Motor Neurone Disease 
� Multiple Sclerosis
� Parkinson’s Disease
� Stroke
�  Traumatic brain injury

�  A professorial fellowship

� A laboratory

�  A postdoctoral fellowship

�  International Exchange program

� Equality in science



Your enduring gift to humanity.

The brain enables humans 
to achieve breathtaking 

accomplishments – exploring 
the solar system, mapping 
the human genome and 
composing masterpieces  

of art, literature and music.



CON  TACT DETAILS
info@florey.edu.au

Ph: 1800 063 693 

The Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental HealthŤ 
30 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 

florey.edu.au/donate

To uphold the environmental values of the Florey Institute of Neuroscience  
and Mental Health, this is printed on ‘ecoStar uncoated’ paper. This paper is 
certified carbon neutral and FSC 100% recycled. The pulp used is processed 
chlorine free and is manufactured by an ISO 14001 certified mill. 
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